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What arts and cultural activities have you and your family members attended, 
participated in, or supported in the past year? 
Dance, Theatre, Music, Film/Media, Visual Arts 
 
Are there any specific arts and culture activities from your experience that you 
would like to highlight as noteworthy or exceptional? 
Indeed, the arts play a crucial role in society. They not only serve as a medium for self-expression and 
creativity but also offer numerous benefits that impact our emotional well-being and cognitive abilities. 
Engaging in artistic activities can enhance our mood, reduce stress, and provide a sense of 
accomplishment. Furthermore, the arts stimulate critical thinking and problem-solving skills, as they 
often require one to consider different perspectives and find creative solutions. By engaging with the 
arts, we can improve our ability to rationalize and make informed decisions. In summary, the arts are 
essential for fostering a well-rounded and emotionally balanced society.    My daughter has a Bachelor of 
Arts degree from the University of Wyoming and has achieved significant recognition for her work, 
having shown her art at various places, including the Capitol Arts Exhibit. I enjoy coloring with pencils, 
finding it both relaxing and enjoyable.   
 
Considering your own personal background and education, what arts or cultural 
classes, programs or activities did you participate in? 
Theatre, Dance, Film/Photography, Literary Arts 
 
What role do you believe Wyoming and/or local government should play in 
supporting arts, culture and the humanities to enhance economic and community 
development? 
Federal, state and local governments should play a significant role in supporting the arts, culture, and the 
humanities to enhance economic and community development. Here are some ways they can 
contribute:    Governments can provide funding and grants to artists, cultural organizations, and 
humanities projects. This financial support can help sustain and grow creative endeavors, ensuring that 
they remain an integral part of the community.    Investing in public art projects, such as murals, 
sculptures, and installations, can beautify public spaces and make them more inviting. These projects can 
attract tourists and boost local businesses, contributing to economic growth.    Supporting and 
organizing cultural events and festivals can bring communities together, celebrate diversity, and attract 
visitors. These events can stimulate local economies by increasing spending at hotels, restaurants, and 
shops.    Implementing arts and humanities education programs in schools and communities can foster 
creativity and critical thinking skills. These programs can also provide opportunities for lifelong learning 
and engagement with the arts.    Developing and maintaining spaces where artists can work, collaborate, 
and showcase their work can help build a vibrant arts community. These hubs can become cultural 
landmarks and attract creative professionals to the area.    Collaborating with businesses and private 
organizations can lead to innovative projects and additional funding opportunities. Public-private 
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partnerships can enhance the reach and impact of cultural initiatives.    Actively promoting the 
importance of the arts, culture, and humanities through campaigns and advocacy can raise awareness and 
build public support. This can lead to increased participation and investment in cultural activities.    
Supporting the humanities is crucial because they help us understand and appreciate human experiences, 
history, and values. They encourage empathy, critical thinking, and informed citizenship, all of which are 
essential for a thriving, democratic society. By investing in the arts, culture, and humanities, Wyoming 
and local governments can create vibrant communities, boost economic development, and enrich the 
quality of life for their residents.   
 
What role do you believe Wyoming and/or local government should play in 
supporting arts and culture to provide a comprehensive education for Wyoming K-
12 students? 
Federal, state and local governments should play a proactive and supportive role in integrating arts and 
culture into the K-12 education system. This integration can provide a comprehensive and well-rounded 
education for Wyoming students. Here are several ways this can be achieved:  Arts and culture should 
be embedded within the core curriculum. This includes incorporating visual arts, music, theater, dance, 
and cultural studies into standard subjects like history, language arts, and even science and math. 
Interdisciplinary approaches can make learning more engaging and holistic.  Allocate adequate funding 
for arts education programs, ensuring schools have the necessary resources, such as art supplies, 
musical instruments, and access to cultural experiences. Providing grants and financial support can help 
schools develop and sustain robust arts programs.  Invest in professional development opportunities for 
teachers to enhance their ability to integrate arts and culture into their teaching. This can include 
workshops, training sessions, and collaboration with local artists and cultural organizations.  Foster 
partnerships with local museums, theaters, galleries, and cultural organizations. These partnerships can 
provide students with access to field trips, workshops, artist residencies, and performances, enriching 
their educational experience.  Support after-school and extracurricular programs focused on the arts. 
These programs can offer students additional opportunities to explore their creativity and develop their 
talents outside of regular school hours.  Encourage community involvement in school arts programs. 
This can include inviting local artists to give presentations, holding community art exhibitions, and 
organizing cultural festivals that involve students and their families.  Integrate technology into arts 
education by providing access to digital art tools, software, and online resources. This prepares students 
for contemporary artistic practices and careers in the digital arts.  Advocate for the importance of arts 
education at the state and local levels. This includes raising awareness among policymakers, educators, 
and the community about the benefits of arts education for student development and academic 
achievement.  Develop assessment methods that recognize and value artistic and cultural education. This 
can include portfolios, performances, and other forms of assessment that go beyond standardized 
testing.  By supporting arts and culture in education, federal, state and local governments can ensure 
that students receive a comprehensive education that nurtures their creativity, critical thinking, and 
cultural awareness. This well-rounded education will prepare students to be innovative, empathetic, and 
culturally informed citizens.   
 
What role do you believe Wyoming and/or local government should play in 
supporting arts and culture, diversifying the local economy, and enhancing quality of 
life? 
Federal, state and local governments may play an integral role in supporting arts and culture, diversifying 
the local economy, and enhancing the quality of life for residents. Here’s a detailed look at how they can 
achieve this:    Supporting Arts and Culture:  Provide consistent and substantial funding and grants for 
artists, cultural organizations, and community projects. This can help sustain and grow the local arts 
scene. Organize and support cultural events, festivals, and exhibitions that celebrate local heritage, art, 
and culture. These events can foster community pride and attract visitors. Invest in public art 
installations and projects that beautify public spaces and create a vibrant, visually appealing environment. 
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Integrate arts and culture into the K-12 education system and provide opportunities for lifelong learning 
in the arts through community programs and adult education. Partner with museums, theaters, galleries, 
and cultural organizations to create programs that are accessible to all residents, including those in rural 
areas.    Diversifying the Local Economy:  Support the growth of the creative economy by fostering 
industries such as design, film, music, and digital arts. This can create new job opportunities and attract 
creative professionals to the area. Promote cultural tourism by highlighting Wyoming’s unique cultural 
assets, historical sites, and natural beauty. This can attract tourists and stimulate the local economy. 
Provide resources, training, and incentives for small businesses and entrepreneurs in the creative and 
cultural sectors. This can help diversify the local economy and encourage innovation. Invest in 
infrastructure that supports cultural and economic activities, such as performance venues, galleries, co-
working spaces, and broadband internet access.    Enhancing Quality of Life:  Ensure that cultural 
programs and events are accessible to all residents, regardless of income, age, or location. This can 
include free or low-cost events, transportation options, and outreach programs in rural areas. 
Encourage community involvement in cultural planning and decision-making. This can foster a sense of 
ownership and pride in local cultural initiatives. Recognize the role of arts and culture in promoting 
mental health and well-being. Support programs that use arts as a tool for therapy, community building, 
and personal expression. Promote diversity and inclusion in all cultural initiatives. Celebrate the diverse 
backgrounds and traditions of all community members to foster a more inclusive society. Integrate 
sustainable practices in all cultural and economic development initiatives to ensure long-term benefits 
for the community and the environment.    Federal, state and local governments may actively support 
arts and culture, as these efforts are essential for diversifying the local economy and enhancing the 
quality of life. By investing in cultural programs, supporting the creative economy, and fostering 
community engagement, they can create vibrant, economically resilient, and inclusive communities.   
 
Rate your level of support for a local-option sales or property tax to support cultural 
activities and development. 
Supportive


